
Easter, Year B - Pass This On 
 
"He is not here!" Such good news, but such an odd choice of words. We hear these words from the 
angel in the Bible reading from Mark this Sunday. Mark describes the angel as a young man. But we 
know from other places in the Bible that this is an angel, there to deliver this good news. 
 
Some of the women who had been following Jesus are there at the tomb, early on Easter morning, to 
care for Jesus' body. There wasn't time on Friday when the soldiers took Him down from the cross, and 
His followers laid Him in a tomb. The women love Jesus. They are coming to care for Him in the best way 
they know how. 
 
But "He is not here," they hear. Why? "He has risen" from the dead! Just as Jesus promised, the grave 
cannot hold Him. Death is defeated. Sin is paid for. The Fall into Sin of the first parents, Adam and Eve, 
no more has hold over the fate of mankind. Instead, in Christ, man shall not die but shall live and call 
upon the name of the Lord. 
 
The women trembled with astonishment and fear as they ran away. Their hearts and minds couldn't 
quite grasp this wonderful news. Though they will, soon. 
 
We are tempted to think that "He is not here" even today. That is, that Jesus isn't present with us in the 
church service on Sundays. Or, when things go wrong, that Jesus isn't with us any longer and doesn't 
care for us. But none of this is true. Whenever Christians gather to hear the good news of Christ's death 
and resurrection for our sins, Jesus is present. He is here. He continues to care for you. Jesus promises, 
"Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 
 
Every Sunday is a little Easter. This Sunday is the big one. Jesus isn't in the tomb. He is risen! 


